SOCIETY
Society in general can be defined as a large group of people with certain identifiable characteristics, such as a common language, who have over a period of time worked out a way of life together. The members of a society accept definite patterns of employment, distribution of goods, marriage and procreation, and entertainment. They share-certain norms, moral standards, and expectations. Because they wish to survive as a group, they organize the educational process to ensure that children learn the accepted standards of their society. Furthermore, they set up authorities to guarantee the continuation of these standards. And, of course, they react against pressures for change whether they originate within the society through a younger generation or come from an outside group.
Social minorities share a set of cultural assumptions, methods and goals which may differ in certain respects from those of the larger group. Most importantly a minority tends to see itself as an in-group, and often because of fear its members feel antagonism towards the out-group. In such a climate small inoffensive acts on the part of the minority may be seen as aggressive by the majority, and vice versa. Thus, social tensions are common in situations of social plurality. Generally speaking, there are two ways in which the members of a society may try to solve the problems posed by the presence of a minority group. They may try to eliminate the minority altogether, or they may decide to tolerate it.
