EARLY NOTIONS ABOUT LEARNING
Epistemology is a branch of philosophy that is concerned with the nature of knowledge. The epistemologist asks questions such as, What is knowledge? What can we know? What are the limits of knowledge? What does it mean to know? What are the origins of knowledge? Questions of this kind go back at least as far as the early Greeks. In fact, the views of Plato and Aristotle concerning the nature of knowledge have set philosophical trends that have persisted until this day. Plato believed that knowledge was inherited and was, therefore, a natural component of the human mind. According to Plato, one gained knowledge by reflecting on the contents of one’s mind. Aristotle, on the other hand, believed that knowledge was the result of sensory experience and was not inherited.
The position taken by Plato is an example of rationalism, since it stresses the activities of the mind in explaining the nature of knowledge. The rationalist believes that the mind must somehow become involved before knowledge is obtainable. Plato’s particular brand of rationalism is also called nativism, since he stressed the fact that knowledge was innate.
The position taken by Aristotle has come to be called empiricism, since it stresses the importance of sensory experience as the basis of all knowledge. The rationalist and empiricist explanations of knowledge that started with Plato and Aristotle over 2000 years ago are still very much alive in the area of learning theory.
