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Ynpaena 32pade Acmporomcke oncepgamopuje, npedrba u 3adkead acada
Administrative building of the Astronomical Observatory, appearance of the front and rear facade



ACTpoHOMCKa OncepBaTopuja

b0/12UHA /-

ACTpoHOMCKa OrcepBaTopyja, jeHa 04 HajCTapUjuX 1 Haj3HauajHUjUX
HayuHux yctaHoBa y Cpbujin, Hanasu ce y uctouHom feny beorpaga
Y NPUPOAHOM OKpYXekby 3Be3aapcke Lyme. tbeH HacTaHak Be3yje
(e 33 OCHUBabe KaTeZpe 3a aCTPOHOMUjY U METeoponorujy Ha
Benukoj wkonn ocampecetnx roguHa XIX Beka. [lonasak Munaa
HenemkoBuha 3a npodecopa, Koju je kao CTUMeHANCTa Cpcke Brae
CneLjanu3npao Ha napyckoj oncepeaTopujy, NpescTasba jefiaH of

Sotirce:Collection of Milos JUTSIC

e

HajBaXHMjIX MOMEHaTa y pa3Bojy 0BMX Hayka y Cpbujn. 3axBarbyjyhin
FbEroBOM 3ararakby, MUHICTAp MpocBeTe 1 LpkBeHuX dena Muna
KyjyHuuh je 26. mapta 1887. roguHe opyuno Aa ce 3a KparbeBuHy
(pbujy nmogurHe npoOBM3OpHA aCTPOHOMCKA M MeTeOponoLLIKa
oncepBatopuja y M3HajwbeHoj kyhu EpHecta [aj3nepa y Ynuum
(BeTo3apa Mapkosuha 66 Ha Bpauapy, a 3a teHor npBor AupeKTopa
noctassbeH je Munan Heperbkosuh.



[pBy concTBeHy 3rpady oncepeatopuja je Aobuna 1891. roguHe
Ha 3anagHom Bpauapy y Kapahophesom napky, y AaHalrem
byneapy ocnobohera Op. 8. (arpafieHa je npema npojexTy
apxutekte [umutpuja T. Jleka u onpemibeHa HajcaBpeMeHUjum
UHCTPYMEHTIMA 33 aCTPOHOMCKA 11 METEOpONIOLLKA 0CMATParba.
Tokom lpBor cBeTckor pata, Oncepsatopuja je NpBO NpeKuHyna pag,
a3aTIM Cy 3a Bpeme OKynavmje y ioj 61 ayCTpujckiu MeTeoponosu,
KOju Cy HakoH noBnavera u3 Cpbuje OfHENN AN YHULLTWAN CBe
NHCTpyMeHTe. HakoH paTa, MOHOBHUM 3anarawem mnpodecopa
HenerbkoBuha, OncepBatopuja je Ha Ume paTHUX penapauuja of
Hemauke gobuna Benuku 6poj acTPOHOMCKUX WHCTpYMeHaTa U
nprbopa, Kojiu 11 JaHaC YiHe HeHy nocmaTpauky 6asy. Kako npoctop
npBe cpricke oncepeatopuje y Kapahopheom napky Huje 610 Hu
[L0BObaH H1 M1000aH Aa ce NPUCTUTIN MHCTPYMEHTV MOHTMPAjy, OHU
Cy cvmeLuTaHn y nogpyme [Mpatuke 6anke. MHuumjatueom npodecopa
Henervkosuha, Oncepgatopuja je 1924. roguHe nogerbeHa Ha
[IBe YHUBEP3UTETCKE YCTaHOBE, @ WCTOBPEMEHO je W3BPLUEHO
N pasrpaHMverse 3embuiita. MeTeoponowka oncepsatopuja
je HactaBuna ca pagom y 3rpagu y Kapahophesom napky, Aok
je AcTpoHomcka Jo0buna MpocTOp Ha Kojem Ce JaHaC Hanasi
YHUBep3UTeTCKa Jeyja KNMHUKA U Ha TOM fieNy TepeHa MofurHyTe
Cy: 6apaka (a KaHuenapujama 11 ClyLIaoHNLOM, 6apaka a CTaHoM
32 yNpaBHIKa, PBEHI NaBUILOHN 32 MACAXHN UHCTPYMEHT U Manu
acTponab, NaBWbOH anTanumyTa, a Tokom 1928. roguHe casupaH

YnpaeHa 32pada, onwimu u32ned oko 1932. 200ure
Administrative building, general appearance around 1932

je maBwbOH akeatopujana. MehyTum, oBaj mpoctop je Morao Aa
3a/10B0/bY (MO HajOCHOBHMje NoTpebe HacTage.

3axBasbyjyfin 3anararby v ynopHoctu Ap Bojucnasa Muwwkosmha,
acTpoHoMma oncepatopuja y Mapcejy u Huum, kome je 1926. roguxe
MoBepeHo yrpassbatbe ACTPOHOMCKOM OricepBaTopijom y beorpagy,
1929. ropuHe opobpeHa Cy CpeACTBa 3a M3rpajtby HOBE, MOAEpHe
oncepgatopuje. OcHoBHa nonasuwTa y ¢opmmuparby ACTpoHOMCKe
oncepgatopuje 6unu ¢y GyHKUMOHANHW 3aXTeBM W MPUPOAHe
BPeAHOCTY TepeHa. Pa3MaTpaHo je HEKOMMKO MOBOJBbHMX JlOKaLmja:
Aana, OpyLuka ropa unu npoctopy jyxHo of beorpaza, a u3abpaHo
je MecTo Ha JlayoHOBOM LLAHLY, Ha HAjBULLIOj TAuKM TajalLker
uctouHor Bpauapa, Koje 0f TaJa, Kao 1 UMTaB €0 rpajia, HoCW HasuB
3Be3napa no ,3Be3apHuLN”. beorpaacka onwtuHa je 6ecnnatHo
YCTyNuNa 3eMibULLITe, JOCTA YAA/bEHO Of rpaja, Koje je 0aroBapano
aCTpo-KNMMaTckuMycaiosiMa. i3paganpojektanosepeHaje yeLkom
apxutekTn JaHy [lyboBom, Tagawrbem wedy Opceka 3a paspagy
reHepanHor nnaxa OnwmiHe Georpajcke, YIMESHOM apXUTEKTIA 1
jenHom oy ocHMBaya [pyne apxuTekata MoAepHor npaBLa.

ActpoHomcka oncepgatopuja rpaheHa je y nepuogy oa 1930. go
1932. roguHe, a jowu f1Be roAuHe je Tpajana MOHTaXa UHCTpyMeHara.
BpwK/bMBO  AM3ajHMpaHN MaBWBOHW Y YpOAHUCTAUKO)  Cxemu
npurnaroheHy ¢y nocTaBKkama GyHKLIOHaN3Ma, pe CBera nponcTeKum
13 CneLdrYHOCTY HaMeHe. Je3rpo KoMM/eKca YvHI YnpaBHa 3rpaja,
0KO Koje Cy N0 HepaBHOM TepeHy pacriopeljeHn objexTu, 6e3 Hekor



Ocvamparbe y senukom peypakmopy, oko 1935. 200ure
Observation in the Large Refractor, around 1935
(u380p: konekyuja Munowia Jypuwutia / Source: Collection of Milos Jurisic)

BUbUBOT FeOMETPUJCKOT CUCTeMa. Y Bpeme M3rpaarbe KommeKc
je obyxBarao noBpwmHy of 4,5 ha u umHuno ra je ykynHo JeBeT
objexata HameHCk rpafeHyx 3a CvieLLTaj MPeLV3HIX aCTPOHOMCKIX
VHCTpyMeHaTa 1 npatehux cappaja Ha NpoCTopy 3aMMLLIbEHOM Kao
jaBHu napk. Mopen YnpasHe 3rpaie nogurHym ¢y MaswboH Manor
mepuaujaHckor Kpyra, MaswboH Benwkor pedpaktopa, [laBurbou
Manor pedpakTopa, lMaBuboH Actporpada, kyna — 3rpaa pesepsoapa
32 BOZY, 3rPajia (@ MEXaHYapckoM 11 CTONAPCKOM PAJMOHILIOM (A
[1Ba CTaHa, CTaHOBY aCTPOHOMA, IMaBHM Yna3 (a iBa cTaHa. (Bu 06jekTu
¢y MehycobHo noBe3aHM KomyHuKaumjckum crioHama. [Mo  cBojoj
MPOCTOPHOj KOMMO3WLM U HauuHy obnnKoBarba dacaga, objexTu
ActpoHomcke oncepBaTopuje NpefCTaB/bajy 3HauajHe npumepe
MOoZepHI3Ma. [aBIrbOHI Cy KOHLMMMPaHK Kao rpal)eBuHe jesHOCTaBHIX
npounwherux 06mMKa, QYHKUVIOHANHIX OCHOBA, OE30pHAMEHTA/HIX
dacaga, C npaBwIHO pacriopefjeHM NPO30PCKIM OTBOPIMA U PaBHUM
KPOBOBIMA, Mafia Cy MojeduHe, YCnef, KapaKTepucTUyHe HaMeHe,
HaTKPUbeHe Kyrofama 3a 0CMaTparbe LLTO NpojeKToBaHe 00/vke YnHi
cneLpyHIM. 3a napanakTiAuKe UHCTpyMeHTe GupMe, Zeiss” nopyueHe
Cy KPOBHE KOHCTPYKLIje, OHOCHO KOCTYPY KyMoAia, Kao 1 MOKPETHU
1oz 3a BeNuKm peppakTop.
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* Besuku pepakmop, yHympatiiru uefned kynose
Large Refractor, interior of the dome

YnpaBHa 3rpafia KOMMOHOBAHA je TPOUIaHO (a BULIAM O0YHIM
KpUnimMan cpesbUMHIRKIAM, 0K je Haf yNla3HM AeNIOMMOCTaBIbeHa
Kyrona Kao LieHTpaHu MOTVB. YTUCKY MOHYMEHTaNIHOCTV JONPUHOCe
MPUCTYMHO CTeNeHLLTe 11 TPeM a CTY60BIMa, 3HaJ KOjer je AT
,Omnia in numero et mensura“ (,(ge je y 6pojy u mepu”“). Y kpunuma
objekTa pacnopeheHn cy npoctopu 3a pag, nabopatopuje, ynpasa 1
(TaH aupekTopa. (peaniutby Aeo 3ay3uma npoctpaHa bubnmnoteka
(a ranepujom, 13y3eTHo 200p0 OCBET/beHa BEMKUM MPO30PCKUM
MOBPLLMHAMA U1 CTaKNEHOM JTaHTEPHOM Ha NNadoHy. ApXUTEKTOHCKO]
BPENHOCTV YMpaBHe 3rpaje AOMPUHOCM 1 MoZepHo ypehetbe
eHTepujepa, Koje je cauyBaHo y CBOM U3BOPHOM 067mKy. OcMaTpauKm
NaBWbOHU — pedpaKkTopu Cy QYHKLMOHANHY, NPU3EMHM 00jeKTH,
KOj11 Ce cacToje 0 LeHTPasHOT NpoCTopa Ca Kyrosom 3a ocMatparbe
n 6ounmx, nomohHux ofaja. /3Hag cBakor ynasa y ocvatpauki
MaBIbOH HaMa3y Ce N0 jefiaH NAKTaK perbed CMOonnuKor Cafipaja,
u3BefieH npema HaupTma bpatka Kpctuha, jemHor of Haj3HauajHmjuX
MpefCTaBHMKA jyrocrioBeHcke MelypatHe apxuTekType. Perbedu,
paheHu Ha [1eKOpaTMBICTUYKY HaUMH KapaKTepucTuuaH 3a nepuog
paHor MofiepHIU3Ma, HajBepoBaTHIje NpefCTaBrbajy Xenuja, rpukor
6ora CyHua, 1 Ceneny, rpuky borury Mecelia, 1 1IX0BO 3Hauerbe



CUMOOMYKN YKa3yje Ha HaMeHy 3aatba. [Tpatefin 0bjekTin — 3rpaja
(@ MexaHJapckom ¥ CTONapckoM PajvoHULIOM, [MaBHU yna3 y
KOMINIEKC, Kanuja noBe3aHa C MatbIM CTaHOM YyBapa 1 NaBUIboHI
@ (TaHOBMMA HaMeH-eHUM aCcTpOHOMMMA —(QYHKLMOHaNHe Cy
0CHOBe, 06p0 0CBET/bEHM, @ Y CNOMbHH0j 06paayu KOMNATUOMAHK
3rpajiama Koje UiHe 0CHOBY KOMI/IEKca.

Peanusaumja ActpoHomcke oncepBaTopuje Ha 3Be3gapiu
[OHena je apxutektun [lyboBom TUTyny AOKTOpA TEXHWUYKMUX
HayKa W npu3Hatba CTpyyHe n wupe jaHoct. Cam npojekar
je u3naraH Ha HeKonMKo 3HauajHux u3noxou: y Mpary 1930,
MpBoj u [pyroj u3nox6bu jyrocnoBeHcke apxutektype 1931,
0HOCHO 1932. roamHe, n nnoxou rpyne, 06ank”y Coduju 1934.
lMoueTkom yeTBpTE AeLeHuje nposor Beka Oncepatopuja je
npeacTaB/bana HajKoMNeKCHIje apXUTeKTOHCKO-YpOaHNCTUUKO
peLLerbe 10 Tafa peann3oBaHo y beorpagy.

C 063MpoM Ha tbeHy CTpaTellky NO3MLMY W ONPeMSbEHOCT
NHCTPYMeEHTUMa, Y ACTPOHOMCKOj oncepBaTtopuju je Tokom [lpyror
(BETCKOr paTa Ouna cvellTeHa MaBHa HemMauka NpOTUBABIOHCKA
apTbepujcka  jeanHmua.  ToHOBHUAM  3anararbem  npodecopa
MuwwkoBuha B MHCTPYMEHTI, OCAM CriekTporpada 1 TpaxwoLa
KomeTa, octanu ¢y y beorpagy. HakoH pata 3anouena je obHoBa
owrefieHnx naBwboHa (YnpaBHa 3rpafa, kyna pesepsoap U
MaBuboH Benukor pedpaktopa), a 1949. roguHe 3aBplueHa je
rpagtba ACTporeofieTckor NaBWbOHa 3anoyeta npeq pat. Kpajem
LuecTe AeLieHuje, NOBPLUMHA KOMMAeKca je npowumpeHa Ha 10,5 ha, a
u3rpaheHa Cy 1 TpU HOBa NOCMATPayKa nasirboHa - [MaBiboH Benukor
BepTUKanHor Kpyra, MaBuiboH Benukor nacaxHor WHCTpyMeHTa
n MaBurboH Benmkor mepuamjaHckor Kpyra, NoTom Aga CTambeHa
0bjeKTa, CTaH BpTNapa, rapaxa, akyMynaTopHILLA i HEKOAMKO rofHa
KacHuje objexat 3a notpebe Marematuukor Gakyntera.

Y naBuboHuma Oncepsatopuje [0 AaHAac Cy CauyBaHN Hekn
OfL OPUrMHANHUX UHCTPYMEHATa 3@ aCTPOHOMCKA NOCMaTparba,
0[1 KOjuX Cy nojeauHI NpeSCTaB/baii HajcaBpemMeHuje mogene y
BpeMme nocTas/barba. Mehy wuma 1 Benukn pedpaktop — Zeiss

650/10550mm equitorial, jesaH o4 YKYNHO LiecT cauyBaHuX
npumepaka oBor Mojiena y CBeTy 1 jefjlaH 0f 1Ba Koju Cy 1 farbe
y dyHKumju. Mo BenuumMHY, ncnpes wera cy camo pedpaktop y
Mapu3y n gBa pedpakTopa y Amepuun.

ActpoHoMCcKa oncepsaTopuja, Kao KOMMNEKC Y Kojem ce roToBo
0Cam JeueHuja obaB/ba AENaTHOCT jefHe Of HajBAXHMjUX
APaBHUX HAYuYHUX MHCTUTYuMja, of nocebHor je 3Hayaja 3a
HayyuHu, ApYLUTBEHIN 1 KyNTypHI pa3Boj beorpapa u Cpbuje. Y 1oj cy
(BOja MCTPaXuBatba 00aB/baNk HaLLM HajeMUHEHTHU]IA HayYHILN,
KOju Cy TUMe JONPUHeNN fia OHa CTekHe yrnef y MefyHapoaHoj
HayuHoj jaBHocTW. Kao npocTop nocebHUX NPUPOAHKX, ypbaHux u
APXUTEKTOHCKUX BPEAHOCTY, 3ay31Ma UCTaKHYTO MECTO Y CPMCKOj
apxutekTypu XX Beka 1 jeiHO Of Haj3HAuajHUjuX apXUTEKTOHCKO-
yPOQHUCTUUKNX pellersa Y CPMCKOj MOAEPHOj apXUTEKTYpMU.
3Hauaj OncepBaTopuje He ornega ce camo Yy C10OOAHO]
ypOaHUCTUYKO] NOCTABLYN NABUILOHA, HUXOBOM QYHKLMOHANHOM
MPOCTOPHOM pelLietby U MOJEPHOM apXWTEKTOHCKOM u3pasy Beh
Ny OCTBAPEHOM JINKOBHO-ECTETCKOM YTUCKY, uMje je 3Hauetbe
aimbonuuko. Y onycy apxutekte JaHa [lybosor, koju ce paHac
CMaTpa jeiHNM OZ} HAjUCTaKHY TUjUX NPEACTaBHINKA MOAEPHI3MA Y
CPNCKOj apxuTeKTypy, ACTPOHOMCKa OncepBaTopuja Ha 3Be3fapu
npeacTaB/ba Haj3HauajHuje U HajkomnnekcHuje aeno. [lybosujes
Konerau caBpemeHuK apxutekTa bpanucnas Kojuh 3abenexmoje aa
je T0,,NpBI CTOMEHVK YACTOT MOAEPHU3MA KoZ HaC". ACTpOHOMCKa
oncepsatopuja je 2001. roguHe yTBpheHa 3a clomeHuK KynType
(Odnyka o ymephusarwy, Cnyxberu 2nacHuk PC 6p. 32/01).

Jlumepamypa:

1. Jokymenmayuja 3aéoda 3a 3awmumy cnomeHuKa kynmype 2paoa beozpada,
Jocuje cnomeHuka kynmype AcmpoHomcka oncepsamopuja.

2. 3. Manesuh, Jau [ly6osu, beozpad, 1985.

3. M. Dokic, The Astronomical Observatory of the Belgrade University between
1926 and 1941, Publ. Obs. Astron., Belgrade No 44 (1993), 115-117.

4. Munan C. Jumumpujesuh, 110 200uHa AcmpoHomcke oncepgamopuje, Publ.
Astron. 0bs. Belgrade No 56 (1997), 9—20.

5. [1. Munawurosuhi-Mapuh, Apxumexma Jan [y6osu, beozpad, 2001.
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Astronomical Observatory.

/olgina Street

Astronomical Observatory, one of the oldest and most impor-
tant scientific institutions in Serbia, is located in the eastern part
of Belgrade in natural environment of Zvezdara forest. Its foun-
dation is related to the establishment of the Department of As-
tronomy and Meteorology at the Grand School in the eighties of
the 19th century. The arrival of Professor Milan Nedeljkovi¢, who
as a scholar of the Serbian government specialized in the Paris
Observatory, is one of the most important moments in the devel-
opment of these sciences in Serbia. Thanks to his efforts, the min-
ister of education and church affairs Milan KujundZi¢, on March
26, 1887 decided to build for the Kingdom of Serbia, provisional
astronomical and meteorological observatory in the rented Ernest

e

e, Aim@ammlﬁfgﬁcepeamoplya y usegaéfbwﬂﬂ_?a-_ ﬁ??bw@&ﬁe'{umop‘ kb*ﬂﬁ?gu}a Munowa Jypuwuha)
s e sstondmicald sefvatofy undef construrtiun,.l‘zo 1932 (Source: Collection of Milos Jurisic)

Gajzlers house in 66, Svetozara Markovica Street, in Vracar, and
Milan Nedeljkovic was appointed its first director.

In 1891, the Observatory obtained the first building of its own
in Western Vracar in Karadjordje Park, in the present 8, Bulevar
oslobodjenja Street. It was constructed according to the design
of architect Dimitrije T. Leko and equipped with the most modern
instruments for astronomical and meteorological observations.
In the course of the World War |, the Observatory at first, ceased
work and then there were Austrian occupation meteorologists,
who following the withdrawal from Serbia, stole or destroyed
all the instruments. After the war, by repeated commitments of
Professor Nedeljkovi¢, the Observatory received from Germany for



war reparations a large number of astronomical instruments and
accessories, which even today make its observation base. Since
the space of the First Serbian Observatory in Karadjordje Park was
not neither sufficient nor suitable for the received instruments to
be mounted, they were placed in the cellars of the Prague Bank.
In 1924, on the initiative of Professor Nedeljkovi¢, the observatory
was divided into two university institutions, while the demarca-
tion of the land was performed simultaneously. The Meteorologi-
cal Observatory continued to work in the building in Karadjordje
Park, while the Astronomical one obtained an area where nowa-
days is located the University Children’s Hospital and in this part of
the area were erected hut with offices and lecture hall, hut with a
flat for the administrator, wooden pavilions for transit instrument
and a small astrolabe, the Altazimuth Pavilion, and in the course
of 1928 the Equatorial Pavilion was constructed. However, this
area was not able to meet the basic needs of teaching.

Thanks to the dedication and perseverance of Ph.D. Vojislav Mi-
Skovi¢, astronomer at the Observatory of Marseille and Nice, who

ko 1932. 206UHe

(u380p: My3ej ea3ayxonﬂoecmea)
' Aer/al photo of the Astronomical Observatory, around 1932
(Source: Aeronautical Museum)

in 1926 was appointed a head of the Astronomical Observatory of
Belgrade, in 1929 the funds were approved for the construction of
a new, modern observatory. The starting points in establishing As-
tronomical Observatory were functional requirements and natural
values of the terrain. Several favorable locations were considered:
Avala, Fruska Gora or areas south of Belgrade, and a place on Lau-
donov Sanac was selected, at the highest point of the Vracar of that
time, which since then, as well as the whole part of the city, has been
called the Zvezdara after “zvezdarnica.”(observatory). The Belgrade
Municipality donated the land for free, rather distant from the city,
which conformed to the astro-climatic conditions. Development of
the project was entrusted to the Czech architect Jan Dubovi, then
head of the Department for Development of General Plan of the
Municipality of Belgrade, renowned architect and one of the found-
ers of the Group of Modern Movement Architects.

The Astronomical Observatory was built in the period from 1930-
1932, the instruments being mounted during the following two
years. Carefully designed pavilions in the urban scheme were ad-



justed to the settings of functionalism, primarily arising from the
specific purpose. The core of the complex is represented by the Ad-
ministrative building, around which are arranged different facilities
in a rough terrain, without any apparent geometric system. At the
time of its construction, the complex included an area of 4.5 ha and
consisted of a total of nine purpose-built facilities for the placement
of accurate astronomical instruments and of supporting facilities in
the area conceived as a public park. In addition to the Administrative
building were erected Pavilion of the Small Meridian Circle, Pavilion
of Large Refractor, Pavilion of Small Refractor, Pavilion of Astro-
graph, tower - building with water tank, building with a mechanic
and carpenter’s workshop with two flats, flats of astronomers, the
main entrance with two flats. All the facilities were interconnected
with communication links. According to their special composition
and method of facades designing, the buildings of the Astronomi-
cal Observatory represent important examples of modernism. The
pavilions are designed with simple purified forms, functional basis,
facades without ornaments, with properly spaced windows and flat
roofs, although some pavilions, due to the specific purpose are over-
topped with domes for observation, giving a specificity to designed
forms. For parallactic instruments of the company “Zeiss” were or-
dered the roof structures, i.e. skeletons of domes, and moving floor
for the large refractor.

The Administrative building has been composed in three peaces
with higher lateral wings and lower medium wings, while the
dome s set as a central motif above the entrance. The access
stairs and a porch with columns above which is engraved,,Omnia
in numero et mensura“(‘all in the number and extent”) contrib-
ute to the impression of monumentality. Areas for work, labora-
tories, administration and director’s flat were placed in the wings
of the building. The spacious library with a gallery, very well it
with large window areas and a glass lantern on the ceiling, oc-
cupies the central part. Even a modern interior decoration, which
is preserved in its original form, contributes to the values of ar-

chitecture of the Administrative building. Observation pavilions
—refractors, are functional, ground floor buildings, composed of a
central area with a dome for astronomic observations and lateral,
ancillary rooms. Above each entrance to the observation pavilions
is located a low relief of symbolic content, according to the de-
signs of Branko Krsti¢, one of the most important representatives
of the Yugoslav interwar architecture. The reliefs, made in decora-
tive way, typical for the period of early modernism, most probably
represent a Helios, the Greek god of sun and Selene, the Greek
goddess of the moon and their meaning indicates the purpose of
the building. Supporting facilities in the complex - building with
the mechanic and carpenter’s workshop, main entrance to the
complex, gate connected to a small flat of the guards and pavil-
ions with flats intended for astronomers, are of functional basis,
well lit, and in the outer process are compatible to other facilities
that make the base of the complex.

For the realization of the Astronomical Observatory in Zvezdara
the architect Dubovi was awarded the title of Doctor of Technical
Sciences and recognition of professional and general public. The de-
sign itself was exposed at several important exhibitions: in Prague
in 1930, at the First and Second Exhibition of Yugoslav Architecture
in 1931 and in 1932 and at the exhibition of the group “Shape”in
Sofia in 1934. At the beginning of the fourth decade of the last cen-
tury, the Observatory Complex represented the most complex archi-
tectural and urban solution previously realized in Belgrade.

Considering the strategic position and quantity of instruments,
during the Second World War the main German anti-aircraft artil-
lery unit was located in the Astronomical Observatory. By repeat-
ed commitment of Professor Miskovi¢, all instruments, except the
spectrograph and the comet searcher, remained in Belgrade. After
the war began the restoration of damaged pavilions (Administra-
tive building, Tower-tank and Pavilion of Large Refractor), and in
1949 was completed the construction of Astro-Geodetic Pavilion,
whose construction began before the war. At the end of the sixth



decade, the area of the complex was extended to 10.5 ha and
three new observation pavilions were built - Pavilion of Large
Vertical Circle, Pavilion of Large Transit Instrument and Pavilion of
Large Meridian Circle, then two residential buildings, gardeners
flat, garage, accumulator building and several years later, a facil-
ity for the needs of the Faculty of Mathematics.

The original instruments for astronomical observations, some of
which represented the latest models at the time of installation,
have been preserved in the pavilions of the Observatory. Among
them is even the Large Refractor - Zeiss 650/10550mm equitorial,
one of the six preserved examples of this model in the world and
one of two that are still in operation. In size bigger are just refrac-
tor in Paris and two refractors in America.

The Astronomical Observatory, as a complex in which for nearly
eight decades has been performed the activity of one of the most
important national scientific institutions, is of special significance
for scientific, social and cultural development of Serbia and Bel-
grade. Our greatest scientists, who have contributed to its fame in
the international scientific community, performed their research
in it. As a space of special natural, urban and architectural val-
ues, occupies a prominent place in Serbian architecture of 20th
century and represents one of the most significant architectural
and urban solutions in the Serbian modern architecture. Its im-
portance, besides free urban settings of pavilions, their functional
spatial solutions and modern architectural expression, is reflected
in the realized artistic and aesthetic impression, whose meaning
is symbolic. The Astronomical Observatory in Zvezdara, in the
works of the architect Jan Dubovi, which is now considered one of
the most important representatives of modernism in Serbian ar-
chitecture, represents the most important and the most complex
work. Dubovi’s colleague and contemporary, architect Branislav
Koji¢ noted that it was “the first monument of pure modernism
by us.” In 2001, the Astronomical Observatory was established a
cultural monument.

Benuku pegypaxmop, 2nasta-ghacaoa
Large Refractor, main facade
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OMNIA
IN NUMERO ET MENSURA

YnpasHa 32pade AcmpoHomcKe oncepsamopuje, HAMnuc Hao ynasom: “cae je y 6pojy u mepu”
Administrative building of the Astronomical Observatory, inscription above the entrance: “all in the number and extent”
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